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Senate Bill No. 905, An Act Concerning Alcoholic Liquor and Tobacco Bars

The Department of Public Health (DPH) opposes sections 18 and 19 of Senate Bill 905, which
would allow for the establishment of new tobacco bars and for existing tobacco bars to expand
or change location.

Connecticut’s Clean Indoor Air Act has helped residents both to reduce their own smoking and
to quit their tobacco use; tobacco use cost Connecticut $2.0 billion in health care costs alone in
2009. Smoking and tobacco use cause a wide range of negative health effects. Aside from the
well-established dangers of direct smoke inhalation, the harm caused by exposure to secondhand
smoke is also extensive and well-documented. The US Surgeon General has determined that
there is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke. Secondhand smoke contains more than
7,000 chemicals, hundreds of which are toxic and about 70 can cause cancer. The recent
expansion of the Connecticut Clean Indoor Air Act that included all small workplaces was made
both to protect employees from this harmful exposure as well as protect visitors and neighboring
businesses.

Even bars with their own ventilation system pose a threat to connected businesses; the American
Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE), the international
standard-setting organization for indoor air quality and ventilation, reiterates their position that
the only way to eliminate exposure is to ban all smoking and vaping activity inside buildings.
Ventilation systems do not adequately protect from secondhand smoke exposure. In addition,
smoke-free environments help to prevent young adults from starting to use tobacco, and support
smokers who are trying to quit.

Thank you for your consideration of this information. DPH encourages committee members to
reach out with any questions.
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